GANDttlAN  SYMBOLS
ning, but not in the sense in which it is usually understood.
People sometimes imagine that Gandhiji started hand-
spinning in order to boycott British cloth and thus force
Britain to grant independence to India. But this is con-
trary to Gandhij i's conception of non-violence. There is no
doubt that at the back of his mind was the idea that organiz-
ing the people for spinning and weaving their own cloth
would remove the temptation for Britain to continue what
he described as 'immoral' trade in British cloth in India,
and this he believed would mark the beginning of the end
of other forme of exploitation practised by British in India.
Further, he was convinced that when people took to
depending on themselves for a solution of their own prob-
lems, organized themselves for it, and conducted the work,
as they would have to, cooperatively, they would become
self-reliant and disciplined, and would learn self-help.
Such a strong, independent and organized people cannot
for long be kept under political subjection. So the spin-
ning wheel, Gandhij i believed, would in the natural
course lead to swaraj or self-government. He attached
more importance to such psychological and spiritual effects
of hand-spinning and other cottage industries than to the
economic amelioration they would bring.
Nor were such village and cottage industries to be taken
up only as a temporary measure to alleviate poverty. He
regarded them as occupying a central and permanent place
in any economic order he would set up for our country. He
disliked the modern tendency towards centralization, for
thereby the individual loses his initiative and becomes part
of a huge organization over which he has hardly any control.
Gandhiji, with his intense love of freedom and initiative
for the worker, would have primarily a decentralized
economy, where production is in the hands of individuals
scattered all over the country, as it is in village and cottage
industries. Large-scale machinery and the consequent cen-
tralization of power has under capitalism led to exploitation
' of the worker. Even if capitalism were abolished and the
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